
2024
REPORT TO
THE PEOPLE

N.C. Cooperative Extension, Mecklenburg County Center

Executive Summary

https://mecklenburg.ces.ncsu.edu

The Team 

Program Impacts

A Year of
Revitalization

Meet our staff

Agriculture and Natural Resources

We Grow NC
through Education
and Research

Family and Consumer Sciences
4-H Youth Development



Cover designed with Canva

Table of Contents

Executive Summary................1

Agriculture and Natural
Resources..............................2-3

Family and Consumer
Sciences.................................4-5

4-H Youth Development....6-7

Meet Our Staff.........................8



2024 Report to the People















 
 

NC State University and N.C. A&T State University are collectively committed to positive action to secure equal opportunity and prohibit discrimination and harassment 
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Barbara Worley, PhD – County Extension Director 

Urban Agriculture/Community Resource Development   

Dr. Barbara Worley joined the team in April 2023, bringing over two decades of work as an Extension professional from North Carolina, Florida, and 
Georgia to Mecklenburg County. Originally from Eastern North Carolina, Dr. Worley graduated with her BA from UNC Chapel Hill in Management and 
Society, a Masters in Extension Education from NC State University, and a PhD in Agriculture Science Communication from the University of Georgia. 
As the County Extension Director, Dr. Worley is responsible for the overall leadership of the Mecklenburg County Center including directing Agents 
and staff in integrative programmatic Urban Extension efforts. Her core areas of programmatic research and educational responsibilities include 
Urban Agriculture and Community Resource Development as she examines how agriculture is operationalized in urban areas and the intersections 
between food and culture. 

 

MEET OUR STAFF 

Shane is a North Carolina native who has been in Mecklenburg County since 2009. Prior to coming to Charlotte, Shane traveled and lived 
around the world as a part of a proud military family. Shane graduated with a BA from Wesleyan University.  Shane performs a variety of 
administrative, technical, and executive assistant functions. Shane’s responsibilities include assisting Dr. Worley with fiscal 
management, office management, and is integral to the onboarding and offboarding process for NCSU, NC A&T, and County Agents, 
staff, and volunteers. Her work is characterized by its variety and complexity, where she always demonstrates considerable tact and 
courtesy. 

 

Shane Alston-Daniel - Administrative Assistant 

Mecklenburg County Center   

Todd DeZwaan, PhD – Extension Agent 

Urban Agriculture/Horticulture   

Sam DeRosa – Extension Agent 

Local Foods/Volunteer Coordinator   

Demetria joined the team in September 2023. Originally from Charlotte, NC, she graduated from North Carolina Central University in Durham, NC with 
a BA in Hospitality & Tourism Administration, and Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC with a Masters in Human Nutrition. Through her family and 
consumer science educational programs, Demetria works with communities to enhance food safety, nutrition, and health. Demetria’s food and 
nutrition programmatic efforts include the development and implementation of introducing culturally relevant foodways curriculum, and food 
preservation and preparation demonstrations at farmers markets and mobile markets. Additionally, Demetria partners with various organizations 
across the county as she utilizes research-based materials such as NCSU Steps to Health/SNAP-Ed More in My Basket. Demetria also serves as the 
Extension Master Food Volunteer Program Coordinator. 

Demetria Cox-Thomas, MS, RDN, LDN – Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences   

Isaiah Barco, MS – Extension Agent 

4-H Youth Development   

Dr. Todd DeZwaan joined the team in December 2024. Todd has a BA in Biology from Rutgers University and a Ph.D. in Cell & Molecular Biology from 
the University of Pennsylvania. Todd has over two decades of experience in agricultural research, primarily focused on plant-microbial interactions 
and their impact on plant health. His scientific expertise includes microbiology, plant pathology, plant physiology, and production system innovation. 
Todd joined Extension to have a more hands-on role in the local food system and to engage with growers to help them address problems they see 
day-to-day on the farm. His core areas of programmatic research and educational responsibilities include Urban Agriculture, Commercial Horticulture, 
and Consumer Horticulture. 

Born and raised in the North Carolina mountains, Samantha DeRosa has dedicated her professional life to supporting community connectivity through 
local food. She graduated from Pfeiffer University in 2006 with a BA in Organizational Communication. Sam is currently pursuing a Masters of Public 
Administration at UNC Charlotte. Prior to joining the Extension team in Mecklenburg County in April 2024, she co-founded a nonprofit that has 
managed multiple Charlotte farmers markets. Her work with farmers markets and other local food systems was recognized in 2022 as Unpretentious 
Palate named her Local Food Advocate of the Year. In her current role as Local Foods Agent, she works with the other agents to serve as a lead point 
of contact and coordinator for Local Foods programs, youth and adult program volunteer coordination and management, and social media marketing 
and communications. 

Originally from New Mexico, Isaiah moved to North Carolina in 2005. Isaiah graduated from NC A&T State University with a BA in Environmental 
Studies and Masters in Agricultural Education; Isaiah joined the Mecklenburg County team in September 2023. Isaiah works with youth across 
Mecklenburg County in program areas including STEM education (e-Sports and coding), and youth horticulture. Isaiah also works with underserved 
youth in preparation for district and state leadership events. Isaiah works across the county to build collaborative relationships with stakeholders and 
partners in the development of community clubs. 



This publication was compiled by the staff of Mecklenburg County Center.
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